
 
Minnesota Skaters at 2010  U.S. Synchronized Skating Champions hips   

 

Team Braemar Defends 2009 Title at U.S. Synchro Skating 
Championships before Hometown Crowd! 

By Becca Staed Bishop, special to icenetwork.com 

 (03/06/2010) -  Team Braemar easily defended its 2009 

title, winning Friday's free skate by more than 10 points for an 

overall mark of 195.29.  

 The Edina, Minn., team took a unique approach with its 

East India - themed program skated to music from India: 

Kingdom of the T iger  soundtrack, donning purple sari - like 

dresses and authentic bindis.  

 The team had an East Indian dance teacher come and 

work with it over the summer to perfect its arm movements.  

 "We watched Slumdog Millionaire  and really liked it," said 

head coach Pam May on her inspiration for the free skate. "I 

went through five or six different cuts of music trying to get it right because I wanted to do something 

different. I did not want to do something the same as last year. I wanted to go way out of my box aga in. I 

took a risk and hoped it would pay off."  

May was right, despite her early fears. The team delivered, powering its way through a strong 

performance that featured an opening Level 4 block with a strong Level 4 step sequence within it that 

showed off t he team's excellent skating skills. It also earned a Level 4 for its intersecting and pivoting 

lines, and received the maximum base value for everything but the point of intersection in its angled 

intersection, earning only a Level 2 for that. The team pic ked up nearly 15 points in Grades of Execution 

(GOE) and received a tremendous program component mark of 58.45 points  
 

Team Braemar competes at  
 2010 World Challenge Cup  

 Team Braemar was one of two US teams vying for the sport's top junior-level international 
prize March 11-13 at the 2010 World Synchronized Skating Challenge Cup for Juniors in Gothenburg, 
Sweden. The field consisted of 20 teams from 15 countries: Belarus, Canada, Croatia, Czech Republic, 
Finland, France, Germany, Great Britain, Hungary, Italy, Netherlands, Russia, Sweden, Switzerland 
and the United States.  
 It was the second consecutive appearance at this event for Team Braemar which finished 
fifth last year. The team earned a berth to this competition by winning the World Junior Team Selection 
Competition in January. Braemar won the silver medal at the Spring Cup last month, its first 
international assignment of the season.  
 Interviewed after placing fifth in the short program, Noelle Pearson, skater and DREAM program member commented  "Our program went 
really well,  This year is a little different from last year, as last year it was our first time and we just wanted to do our best and have a great 
experience. This year the expectations are higher, and we'd really like a podium placement. We really hoping for a good free skate tomorrow, and 
we're less than two points away. We're relaxed and ready to compete." 
 Team Braemar skated nearly as well as they could finishing fourth in the free skate, and fourth overall with 107.43 for their segment score 
and 173.17 overall. "I'm really happy to be fourth in the world, and the team is thrilled that we skated two clean programs," said Team Braemar 
veteran, Noelle Pearson, who just completed her seventh season on the junior team. 
 

 
MAR 11 -

13, 2010  
 

Gothenburg , Switzerland  -  Team Braemar (5,4 ) (4 )  

 

 

FEB 12 - 14, 2010  

Spring Cup  Milan , Italy  
 

    Team Braemar (2,1) (2)  

      
 

Rink Link  

 

March 2010  



Twin City Figure Skating Association's TEAM EFFORT άǊŀƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊέ of expectations! 
 The Minnesota Skating community out did themselves again this year making the 2010 Synchronized Skating 
National Championships held March 3rd through 6th a huge success.  Plus, our own Team Braemar Junior Team won the 
junior event and traveled on to Goteborg Sweden to compete in the Junior World Synchronized Championships.  
 The Twin City Figure Skating Association hosted the national event, receiving many compliments on a well-run 
and very successful competition. Many officials said that the Twin City Figure Skating Association has ñraised the barò of 
expectations for others to follow.  

 Everyone at TCFSA wants to thank the Local Organizing Committee and the member clubs for their outstanding support. Our 
volunteers received compliments from all factions of the competition on their friendliness and willingness to help whatever the situation. 
Thanks to the hundreds of people that invested thousands of volunteer hours to this event.  
 Special thanks go to Dann Krueger, Chief Referee, for his guidance during the planning stages and throughout the entire 
competition.  
 United States Figure Skating Association president, Pat St. Peter sent a letter expressing the following:  
 ñCongratulations to you, the Twin City Figure Skating Association and all of your wonderful volunteers for the excellent job in 
organizing and hosting the 2010 U. S. Synchronized Skating Championships. Your extraordinary efforts were evident throughout the event. I 
received rave reviews from the U. S. Figure Skating leadership, officials, coaches, athletes, fans and Headquartersô staff about how well 
organized the event was, how well things ran and how helpful and friendly the volunteers were. My response to all was that it was a GREAT 
TEAM EFFORT. U. S. Figure Skating is thrilled with the job you did and you should all be very proud. Again, on behalf of all of us at the U. S. 
Figure Skating, our many thanks to everyone who contributed to making the 2010 U. S. Synchronized Skating Championships a huge 
success. It was a great event!ò 
 Marlys Larson and Nancy Kaufmann, Co-Chairs would like to express their gratitude to the thirty-five members of the LOC for their 
diligent and tireless work in making this event a huge success. We would like to especially mention Darren Keenan, Lori Rothmund, Mike 
Ligday, Kelli Glaubitz, Corryl Jeske and Kathy Lambert who worked from 6 AM to midnight Wednesday through Saturday.  Phil Engel, Arnie 
Schmidt and Mike Schmidt accepted the backbreaking challenge of moving in and moving out of Mariucci Arena. They performed this job like 
real professionals and we appreciate all their efforts 
 A special thanks to Craig Flor and the arena staff at Mariucci for the friendly and prompt response to our many requests during the 
entire competition and for providing the best ice in the country.  

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

March 3-6, 
2010 

Junior 
 Champions 

Team Braemar  (2,1,1) 
Braemar City of Lakes FSC  

 

Windjammers , (10,9,9) 
Lake Minnetonka  FSC 

Novice 
Team Braemar 

 Braemar City of Lakes FSC - 2  
 

Adult 
Synchro Panache, FSC of 

Minneapolis - 9 

Intermediate 
Maplewood Highsteppers, 

Maplewood FSC - 5 
 

Rhythm and Blades 
Rochester FSC - 6 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Junior Ladies 
Kiri Baga 
FSC of 

Bloomington 

 
 
Jan 14-24, 2010 

   (2,9,4) 

 
 

 
 

 

World Junior 
Championships 

The Hague 
Netherlands 

 

   March 8-14, 2010 
                      (5,5,7) 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

December 3-6, 2009 
Junior Grand Prix Final, Tokyo, Japan 

(7,7,7) 
 

Minnesota Skaters at 
2010 U.S. Figure 

Skating 
Championships   

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Junior Men 

 Juran T.J. Yang 
St. Paul FSC 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Jan 14-24, 2010 

(8,8,7) 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Skating at 

Gardena Spring Trophy 

Val Gardena, Italy 
April 1-3, .2010 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
January 

14-24, 2010 
Spokane WA 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Senior Ladies 
Maria Sperduto 

St. Paul FSC  (23,14,19) 
 

 
Senior Men 
Alex Johnson 

Braemar City of Lakes FSC (22,14,17) 
 

 
Senior Dance 

Stephanie Zastrow 
St. PaulFSC &  
Michael Lueck 

Burnsville MN Valley FSC   
(11,13,11,11) 

 



 

 
2010 Adult Midwestern  

Sectional Championships  
March 12-14, 2010 

 

Championship Adult Gold Ladies 
Elaine Walin, St. Paul FSC - 6 

 

Rebecca Johnson, St. Paul FSC - 7 
 

Colleen Barber, FSC of Bloomington - 13 
 

Championship Masters Int/Nov Ladies 
Colleen Bloom, St. Paul FSC - 4 

 

Championship Masters Int/Nov Men 
Christopher Williams, FSC of Minneapolis - 3 

 

Adult Pre Bronze Ladies II 
Corinna Venters, FSC  of Minneapolis - 5 

 

Adult Bronze Ladies YA-II 
Sonia Srichai, FSC of Minneapolis - 2 

 

Michele Brezinski, FSC of Bloomington - 6 
 

Adult Bronze Ladies III-V 
Jane Peterson, FSC of Bloomington - 8 

 

January 28-30, 2010 
Junior Champions 

Team Braemar, (1,1,1) 
Braemar-City of Lakes FSC  

 

Windjammers 
Lake Minnetonka FSC (4,4,4) 

 

Novice 
Team Braemar 

Braemar-City of Lakes FSCï1 
Windjammers, Lake Minnetonka FSC ï 11 

 

Intermediate 
Maplewood Highsteppers 

Maplewood FSC ï 2 
 

Rhythm and Blades 
Rochester FSC ï 4 

 

Synchro Panache 
FSC of Minneapolis ï 6 

 

Ice Kicks 
Woodbury FSC - 14 

Juvenile 
Synchro Panache 

FSC of Minneapolis ï 10 
 

Open Juvenile 
Maplewood Highsteppers 

Maplewood FSC - QR C-2, FR-5 
 

Rhythm and Blades 
Rochester FSC - QR B-1, FR- 11 

 

Windjammers 
Lake Minnetonka FSC ï QR A-7 

 

Pre Juvenile 
Ice Kicks 

Woodbury FSC - QR  B ï 3, FR-6 
 

Adult 
Synchro Panache 

FSC of Minneapolis ï 4 
 

Open Collegiate 
Synergy SST 

University of Minnesota - 4 

 

 

December 14-19, 2009 
 

Intermediate Men 
Ben Jalovick 

FSC of Bloomington  
QR B-8, Final (15,17,17) 

 

Daniel Kulenkamp 
St. Paul FSC QR A-14 

 
 

 

OFFICIAL UPD ATE  

APPOINTMENTS  
 

Sectional Dance Competition Judge 
Anne Murphy, St. Paul FSC 

 

NQ Singles/Pairs/Dance Data Operator 
Nancy Kaufmann, Lake Minnetonka FSC 

 

Level 2 System Specialist 
Krystal Himmler, Rochester FSC 

 

Regional Accountant 
Kathy Anderson, Roseville FSC



 

 

 
 

Nicholas Krongard 
Upper Great Lakes Senior Mens Pewter Medalist 

Midwestern Senior Mens Competitor 
 

Michele Brezinski 
Minnesota State Adult Pre-Bronze 

 

Laura Zhang 
Minnesota State Pre-Preliminary Girls Champion 

 

Janey Stringer 
Minnesota State Adult Bronze Champion 

 

Madison Staggert 
Minnesota State Preliminary Girls Champion 

 

Onia Gelecinskyj 
Bette Snuggerud Award 

 

Laura Lanigan 
Minnesota State Open Pre-Juvenile Girls Champion 

 

Stephanie Zastrow and Michael Lueck 
National Senior Dance Competitor 

 

Erin Swanson 
Minnesota State Adult Masters Champion 

 
 

 

 
 

Cale Ambroz 
Upper Great Lakes Novice Mens Bronze Medalist 

Midwestern Novice Mens Competitor 
 

Alex Johnson 
Minnesota State Senior Mens Champion 

Finlandia Trophy 
Upper Great Lakes Senior Mens Gold Medalist 

Midwestern Senior Mens Gold Medalist 
National Senior Mens Competitor 

 

Shannon Brakke 
Minnesota State Novice Ladies Champion 

Upper Great Lakes Novice Ladies Bronze Medalist 
Midwestern Novice Ladies Competitor 

 

Gina Gilderman 
Minnesota State Intermediate Ladies Champion 

 

Joanna Liu 
Minnesota State Pre-Juvenile Girls Champion 

 

Jane Barrash 
Minnesota State Adult Silver Champion 

 

Ryan Santee 
Minnesota State Intermediate Mens Champion 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Christina-Maria Sperduto 
Upper Great Lakes Senior Ladies Silver Medalist 

Midwestern Senior Ladies Silver Medalist 
National Senior Ladies Competitor 

 

Elaine Walin 
Minnesota State Adult Gold Champion 

 

Lauren Muench 
Minnesota State Open Juvenile Ladies Champion 

 

Coco Kaminski 
Minnesota State Juvenile Girls Champion 

 

Kate Charbonneau 
Minnesota State Senior Ladies Champion 

 

Juran Yang 
Minnesota State Junior Mens Champion 

Upper Great Lakes Senior Mens Silver Medalist 
Midwestern Junior Mens Bronze Medalist 

National Junior Mens Competitor 
 

Kiri Baga 
Minnesota State Junior Ladies Champion 

2009 Junior Grand Prix Germany Gold Medalist 
2009 Junior Grand Prix Turkey Gold Medalist 

2009 Junior Grand Prix Final Competitor 
National Junior Ladies Pewter Medalis
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  Celebration of Champions 
February 14th, 2010 

Bloomington Ice Garden. 
Featuring the following 

Minnesota State Champions,  
Sectional, National, International 

Competitors,  
and TCFSA Award Recipients. 

 

Special thanks to: 

¶ Chip Rauth and Mike Wittmann  
for providing the music 

¶ Steve Masten for announcing 

¶ Lisa Venne for organizing the event. 

¶ St. Paul FSC for hosting the 
reception immediately following, 
Bloomington Ice Garden staff 

 

 



  

Memories of Mannette  

 Mannette Allen Rauth passed away peacefully from complications with 
pneumonia on Valentine's Day while watching the Olympic Pairs event. Survived by her 
husband of 24 years, Chip Rauth, her 4 children, 5 grandchildren and 2 great-
grandchildren, Mannette was well known in the figure skating community.  She 
graduated from  Holy Angels Academy on 66th Street, the last paved road in the 
metropolitan area at that time,  and continued her education at the University  of 
Minnesota majoring in French.  Mannette was genetically disposed to being involved in 
sports - her mother Gladys Regnier was runner up in the Minnesota State Amateur Golf 
Championships and father Dr. Pierre Regnier played for the Green Bay Packers for two 
years before beginning his dental practice!  She  was a skater with the St. Paul Figure 

Skating Club during the 1950's and went on to perform professionally with the Ice Follies, and later became a 
well known Twin Cities coach of competitive figure skaters. She enjoyed traveling to skating competitions with 
Chip to assist with competition music, and had the opportunity of a lifetime when she played much of the 
practice music for the 1980 Olympics in Lake Placid. After her retirement from coaching eight years ago, she 
enjoyed gardening, decorating for holidays, quilting, and especially caring for her great-granddaughter.  
 
 

 

 My memory of Mannette is very old and very 
fond. She made my first competition free skating dress. 
I remember it vividly, and so did she!  Apparently the 
chiffon was really difficult to work with, and she was 
quite the perfectionist. She recalled it took forever to 
roll and stitch. It was orange with chiffon sleeves and 
skirt. Of course, it was tastefully beaded (about 25 
sequins, total!). It did not get worn that year in 
competition, as I was last in figures and only the top 9 
got to free skate. There are pictures of it on my parents' 
Wall of Fame, however, as it appeared in a show at the 
Minneapolis Arena in about 1962! 
 

 Mannette was my skating coach at Columbia 
FSC and I have very fond memories of the years I spent 
under her direction. Apart from being an excellent 
coach, she was also a very important role model and 
mentor and her influence has been present throughout 
my life. She brought much passion, enthusiasm and 
creativity to her coaching and her love of the sport was 
contagious. It was from Mannette that I learned to not 
just skate but to perform and develop my own sense of 
style and these skills have been invaluable to many 
areas of my life. I still have very close friendships with 
her other pupils and colleagues from the skating club. 
Mannette built a wonderful, lasting community around 
her. 
  

 Manette was a fun-loving friend back in the 
skating days of the Ice Center in Golden Valley & the St 
Paul Figure Skating Club.  She was my daughter's first 
coach & she taught me how to make skating outfits. We 
spent many good times together off the ice as well. I'll 
greatly miss talking to her. 

 Mannette was such a great lady. She had a sassy 
personality and she will be missed. 

 
 I remember Mannette Regnier Rauth as a 
beautiful teenager...black hair, dark eyes, and always 
perfectly tanned skin. She was smart and a 
perfectionist. In later years she expertly made a 
beautiful skating dress for my daughter Kim. And how 
happy and complete her life was after marrying Chip. 
Mannette will be missed by many. 

 
 Most of the memories that I have of Mannette 
are related to all of the fun we had skating in St. Paul 
during the summers, those wonderful Pop Concerts 
that were such  a very special part of our growing-up 
skating years! I know I will never forget them! 

  
 I remember Mannette coming to the old St. Paul 
Auditorium every summer evening to teach "large 
group" ice dance.......often there were 20 skaters 
following Mannette around the ice doing the Dutch 
Waltz! 
  

 Mannette Allen Rauth was Mannette Regnier 
when I first met her.  We were classmates at Holy 
Angels Academy in Richfield (an all-girls school then).  
Mannette was not only an honor student but an 
accomplished actress.  Holy Angels had a strong theatre 
department then and Mannette always had the lead in 
whatever play she was in.  We also skated together 
during our high school years at the old Minneapolis 
Arena and during the summer in the St. Paul Pop 
Concerts.  We shared many good times together - I will  
miss her.



 
GOLD&IST  

Rya Haglund 
St. Cloud FSC 

 

 Rya Haglund, a senior at Willmar High School, passed 
the US Figure Skating Gold Freestyle Test on November 12.   
 She started skating at the age of 6 at a community 
education skating program at a local, seasonal rink.  When the 
skating season finished in the spring, Rya did not want to stop 
skating so her mother decided to drive for an hour and a half each 
week to St. Cloud so Rya could continue skating over the 
summer.  Rya soon joined the St. Cloud Figure Skating Club and 
continues to skate there year round two days a week.  She also 
continues to be a member and coach at the Diamond Edge Figure 
Skating Club in Willmar. 
 Figure skating has taught Rya many valuable life 
lessons that she will carry into all other aspects of her life, 
determination being of the greatest importance.  If skating is not 
going well one day, you need to get up and keep trying!  She has 
also learned the importance of setting goals.  Goals keep Rya 
motivated whenever she is at the rink, and they allow her to strive 
to grow in skating.   
 Rya is so thankful that she has found an activity which 
she enjoys so deeply, and is forever grateful for her coaches, 
Dina Kortuem and Lori Stuart, and her family who has never 
stopped encouraging her and has made it possible to achieve her 
dream of passing the Gold Freestyle Test. 
 Throughout the rest of her high school career, Rya 
hopes to take up ice dancing and possibly synchronized skating 
when she attends college next fall.  

                     GOLD&IST  

                                    Tori Amerman 
                                               Burnsville MN Valley FSC 
  
 Tori Amerman, a freshman at the University of 
Minnesota-Duluth, recently passed her US Figure Skating Gold 
Freeskating Test.  Tori is coached by Kathryn Curielli-Underwood 
and Loni Keenan. 
 Tori started skating when she was 7 years old in the city 
Learn to Skate program in Burnsville Minnesota.  One year later, 
she enrolled in the Junior Club program and began to take private 
lessons.  After one year in Junior Club, and ever since then, she 
has skated with the Burnsville Mn Valley FSC Senior Club taking 
lessons from both Loni Keenan and Kathryn Curielli-Underwood.   
 Tori plans to continue skating recreationally in college 
and hopes to one day become a coach and have the same impact 
on young skaters that her coaches had on her. 
 She is currently a freshman at the University of 
Minnesota-Duluth majoring in elementary education. Her plan is 
to graduate in 5 years and possibly continue to earn a masters 
degree. 
 Skating has taught Tori a lot about herself in many 
ways.  With a lot of patience and hard work, she achieved the 
goal of getting the US Figure Skating Gold Test Medal - a goal 
she had set for herself when she began skating.   
 Both of her coaches taught her a lot over the past 
eleven years.  They helped her realize how important a good 
attitude is to success.  Tori continues to bring what she learned 
on the ice into every area of her life. 

 
 
 

 

Minnesota Skating Scholarship Announce Collins and Disbrow Awards 
Minnesota Skating Scholarship has been helping Minnesota skaters since 1991.  The awards given this year 

bring the total of financial help given local skaters over the years to $194,000!  Awards given in memory of Harris Collins 
were distributed to 8 skaters.  Harris Collins was the creative force behind the Collins Tour of World Figure Skating 
Champions for 20 years, a friend and advisor to hundreds of skaters, and a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Minnesota Skating Scholarship. 

 This yearôs Minnesota Skating Scholarship Jim Disbrow Awards for qualifying for US National Championships were awarded to 
eight Minnesota skaters.  Awards were given to Maria Sperduto, Alexander Johnson, Stephanie Zastrow, Michael Lueck, Kiri Baga, TJ Yang, 
Ben Jalovick and Daniel Kulenkamp. 
 

Minnesota Skating Scholarship gratefully acknowledges contributions from the following 

Donations: 
TCFSA 
Associates in Women's Health 
Westwood Sports, Inc. 
Lyle and Marlys Larson 
Ann & Dick Klein 
Herb and Virginia Morgenthaler 
Richard and Jacqueline Cassity 
Michael Itzin 
John and Mary Wesenberg 
Marion Curry 
Lyle and Marlys Larson 
Dick & Ann Klein 
Ann Eidson 
Scott and Jennifer Johnson 
 

 
Pat St. Peter 
Tom Darden 
Norm and Janet Carpenter 
Kathleen Gazich 
James and Jane Lincoln 
Jane Chaffee 
John and Mary Desautels 
Mary Schmelz 
Dale and Bette Snuggerud 
Jack and Carolyn Marker 
Sharon Friedl-Welter 
Lynda Lubratt 
Dede Disbrow  
Merry Fragomeni 
 

Cindy Kamer 
Lexie Kastner 
Julie Ostrow 
Ruth Nasseff 
Lori Rothmund 
In Honor of: 
Vanessa Szalapski  
    from Dr. Ed and  Victoria Szalapski 
In Memory of: 
Mannette Rauth 
   from TCFSA 
Mannette Rauth 
   from St. Paul FSC 
John Harschutz, father of Ann Harschutz  
   from St. Paul FSC 

 
 

Tax-deductible donations accepted to MSS by Herb Morgenthaler, Chair/MSS at Herbmn@tcinternet.net or 612-926-9560 
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